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Quilting Times
Join us!!

Tar River Piecemakers Quilting Guild
Meets at 9:30 the second Saturday of every month at 

the Arts Centre at the Imperial Centre for Arts & 
Sciences 270 Gay Street, Rocky Mount, NC.  27804

Our Next Meeting
Saturday, January 11, 2020

The Arts Centre
9:30 am

 *  Wear Your Name Tag
 *  Bring a Friend
 *  Show & Tell
 *  Donation For Any Charity
 *  Drink & Snack

New Bee 
Open Sew - Sew In

Location:  Imperial Art Center
4th Saturday of every month

January 25th is the next Sew In. 
Come join us

 

Happy New Year!!!... I hope that this new year finds you doing what you love, and 
spending that important time with family and friends... 

I want to thank all those that were able to come to our Christmas Party earlier this 
month....I know that having to change the venue, and the weather was very yucky 
might have kept some of you in but I am sure you were with us in spirit as we 
celebrated... I also hope that those that came enjoyed the games that Vicky had for us, 
the gift exchange, all the food.. yummy.. and just the fellowship of being together.. 
Thank you to everyone that helped us ladies get everything set up, it was a team effort 
which we greatly appreciated.. Thank you to Harvey that as always took wonderful 
pictures.. and again Thank You to all that came as that is what made the day...

We are having a sew in day in January.. We will have our meeting, sew'n'tell, then 
ready to SEW!!.. I am also going to announce a new Challenge for the guild members 
at this meeting to start in Feb.. it is a short 3 month challenge so everyone should be 
able to participate.. lol... At our sew in we will have chairity fabric there if you would like 
to work on something for that, but that is NOT mandantory.... Please bring in anything 
that YOU want to work on, be it a new project, a binding, want to have help getting a 
top basted, whatever you choose... I plan (hopefully) working on an apron and possibly 
some hotpads as mine seem to be worse for wear.. lol...it is suggested that you bring in 
an extension cord, and a light.. the light isn't great in that room for sewing.. don't forget 
the staples, like thread, lol, cord for your machine, and your project.. amazing how easy 
it is to forget something.. lol

In Feb. we will have our meeting, announce the challenge and Vicky has a fun project 
for us to do at the meeting, something that can be done while we are there.. then you 
can go home and make more!!!... she did a wonderful job with our pumpkin so I am 
looking forward to this one..  In March we have Martelli coming in to lecture and demo 
some of their projects.. this will be a meeting open to other guilds, etc so we will be 
talking more about this soon..

Okay I think I have jabbered long enough.... Merry Christmas, love you all.. Happy 
Quilting...

Martha



Tar River Piecemakers Quilting Guild Meeting Minutes 12-14-2019
Vickie Wallace called the TRPQG meeting to order, welcomed everyone and thanked Linda Baggett for being our 
greeter today. She recognized members with birthdays in December.
A motion was made to accept the November Meeting Minutes by Pam Smith and seconded by Sarah Wade. The 
motion was passed by the membership. The Treasurer’s report is as written in the newsletter. 
Committee Reports:
Charity Outreach:  Jinx Abernathy/Amanda Jackson/ Beverly Couch – Jinx stated that it was hard to keep track of 
donations. Please fill out the donation slips with what you donated.
Library: Martha Blount/Maryann Rettino – No report.
Facebook/ Webpage: Jessie Mayo - No report.
Newsletter: Jennie Wright – No report.
Sunshine and Shadows: Ramona Orzell – No report.
Membership: Jinx Abernathy/Amanda Jackson. There were 29 people present, including 1 guest. 
Bee Keeper: Pam Smith – No report
Old Business: None
New Business:
Upcoming Programs: 
January – Short meeting, followed by a sew-in.
Program:
Our Christmas Party was held at the Imperial Art Center.
Lin Varney said the Blessing. The meal was great. The games were fun. Everyone left with a door prize or table 
centerpiece and a gift through the gift exchange.
Thanks were expressed to all those who worked on making the party happen.
Sew and Tell/Drawing for prizes:
No extra prizes for Sew N Tell. Everyone got some type of prize.
Respectfully submitted,
Jean Doyle
Secretary

The Recipie Corner

WANTED: YOUR FAVORITE RECIPE

👉

We want to start featuring recipes 
from guild members..
Please send us your favorite recipe 
and we will put a new one in the letter 
each month.
What do you like to cook?

Please email to:
VMCrowe3@Yahoo.com



Busy Bees Meetings are held at the Art's Centre on the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
@ 10 am.     ( January 7th )

Cutting Corners Meetings are held at Braswell Library 
on the 3rd Friday of the month @ 10 am    
( January 17th ) 
Bee Membership is Full

Happy Hoopers Meeting are held on 3rd Saturday at the home of Pam Smith @ 10 am.                                                        
( January 18th )                                                                      
Bee Membership is Full                                           

Rachel’s Remnants Meetings are held 6 pm on the 1st Thursday at various restaurants                                                                 
( January 2nd meeting at the home of Nancy Knapp )

Open Sewing Open Sew Format  
@ Imperial Art Center on the 4th Saturday of each month 
 10:15 - ?                            
 ( January 25th )        

        JANUARY BEES

Sunshine & Shadow
                                                 A card of encouragement was sent to Geri Womack for her husband
   

      We don’t want you to go through it alone!  
If you have anyone you want Remembered, please email:

    Ramona Orzell at orzellrjo@suddenlink.net

MEMBERS'  MINUTE 

   FYI: There were  29  people attending the 14 December TRPQG Meeting, 
including  4-Founding Members and 1-Guest.

       
STATISTICS:   

As of 14 December 2019, one member forfeited membership 
       75 Total Members;  63 Regular Members;  8 Founding Members;  

                             2 Junior Members;  2 Honorary Members.



Happy Birthday
JANUARY

Amalia Abernathy
Marcia Byrd

Aliyah Chalkley
Beverly Couch

Gayle Helm
Peggy Powell

Barbara Wallace

A.          

         

SAVE THE DATES   
TRPQG MEETINGS

   January 11th  Meeting -  Sew in - . 
                                     Let’s work on those UFO’s

   February  8th  Meeting -  Valentine’s day party
                                                games and make and take

   March 14th Meeting -  Martelli’s - invite your friends. 

 EVENTS YOU MIGHT ENJOY

Quilting & Needlearts Extravaganza - 2020 January 10 - 11
      Dennis A Wicker Civic Center Sanford, NC

    NC Scenic Route Shop Hop - 2020   March 26 - 28

     Quiltcon 2020 -  Austin, Texas - February 20 - 23

     Mid - Atlantic Quilt Festival - Hampton, VA 2020 -
                                                 February 27 - March 1

    Spring AQS Quilt Week- 2020 - April 22 - 25
      Paducah-McCracken County 
           Convention & Expo Center
          
    Quilting in the Pines Quilt Show - 2020 - 
            September 25 - 26.  Pinehurst NC

Greeters
January

Martha Blount
February

Vickie Wallace
March

Volunteer Needed

Mark your calendars and bring a guest to enjoy the 
show.  

Martelli will be the guest speaker in March.  
Martelli’s always puts on a great show with lots of 
tips and tricks and multiple ways to use templates, 
and rulers for accurate piecing.  As well as 
products that will help organize your sewing room 
and make it user friendly. 

Learn more about this inovative company that now 
has their own reality show.  The Martelli’s share 
how the company started and how the family 
works together and plays together.

Did you know that Martelli has a facebook page 
called Martelli Quilters Group. Occasionally they 
run group specials and they announce their new 
products and sales to the group first.

https://www.martellinotions.com



  
Tar River Pieemakers

Quilting Guild

P.O. Box 7041 Rocky Mount NC 27804

Leadership Team:
     Joan Mayo                             350-0589       
     Martha Cianos                       363-5048
     Vickie Wallace                919-368-7533

Secretary: Jean Doyle                303-0269

Treasurer: Ramona Orzell          451-0978

Membership: Jinx Abernathy      452-0548
                  Amanda Jackson      236-2157

Library:  Maryann Retino            823-4378
              Martha Blount               937-4028

Bee Keeper:  Pam Smith            904-6063

Newsletter:  Jennie Wright         908-7428

Media:  Heather Todd.                406-3393

Charity Outreach:  
                      Jinx Abernathy     452-0548

Hospitality:  Lin Varney              443-2081

Sunshine & Shadow:  
              Ramona Orzell            451-0978

All area codes are 252 unless noted

A Big TRPQG Thank You
*  Everyone who brought show & tell!
*  Everyone who brought a guest!
*  Harvey Sopher for mailing the newsletters
    & for taking pictures at the TRPQG meeting.
*  Joan, Martha & Vickie for a great Christmas 
        party / meeting.
*   Lin Varney for saying the Blessing
*  Everyone who brought a donation for charity
 

Consider signing up to be a greeter in 2020       

Deadline for newsletter submissions is 
the 25th of each month

TRPQG Official Charities
Patriotic quilts:   Any size

Quilts for Christian Adoption Agency:  any size 
    Please include a sample square from the quilt pattern which is given to the 
birth mother.

Isolette covers for Vidant Hospital:   should be no larger than 36” x 36”

Quilts for Nash Hospital Nursery:   They accept any size quilts  they 
use to send the babies home.  We will accept smaller blankets that are 
knitted or crocheted.  We can always find someone who has a need. 
 

Additional charities our TRPQG members support. 

Oncology Department Quilts:  can always use lap size quilts & Mug rugs 
for them. 

Bereavement wraps:  12” x 12” or 15” x 15” (use pattern)

Mother’s Hearts:  (ask for pattern)   used for preemies in neonatal 
departments.

Preemie Beanies:  (knitted) ask for pattern or Google them

Comfort Bags:  For Police department bags

Quarterly Challenges:  To be announced

TREASURER’S REPORT
December 22, 2019

Opening Account 10/1/19 $8,267.72

Income:  0

Total Income:                            0
         

Total Expenses:     ( 91.56)

Total Checkbook Balance 11/21/19 $8,359.19



K-C ONLINE

Humble Quilts:  Blog and Facebook. -  Lots of inspiration 

The Quilted Life:  Blog, Tutorials, Patterns, Rulers, Gallery of Inspiration.

Patchwork Posse Learn, Create, Share:  Lots of Shopping, Inspiration, Quilt Planners, Patterns, Quilt 
Alongs, e-Books, and The Sewing Cottage E-Magazine, 

Spoonflower:   Fabric

Carol Doak: Paper Piecing Books, Newsletters and Free Patterns. 

Kaye England;  Bernina Ambassador, Accuquilt Go Instructor,  Good Measure Rulers, Patterns, Free 
Patterns, Ruler Conversion Charts. Blog, Facebook, Newsletter. Advocate of using specialty rulers for 
more accurate piecing and fabric conservation.

Tips, Tricks & Techniques
Need a one inch strap to use for a tab but don’t want the thickness of double fold.  

Cut a strip 2 3/4” wide by length needed.  

Fold in half lengthwise – right sides together, use a 3/8” seam.  (using the 3/8” seam and not trimming will make it easier to 
press the seam open)

Press seam open ( use a dowel rod inside the tube to make pressing the seam open easier without creasing the sides.  A thin 
cardboard tube will work just don’t use steam to maintain the integrity of the cardboard)    

Turn the tube inside out using a tube turner or your preferred method to turn the tube inside out.   Press flat keeping the seam 
to the center back of the tube.

Top stitch. 

Slide a piece of 1 inch webbing inside before you top stitch and you will have a custom strap for a bag.



DECEMBER  2019  COMMUNITY  OUTREACH  REPORT

A total of  13  “Sew & Tell Slips” were turned in for a total of  251  Donation Hours in December.
We accepted  4-Quilts,  11-Chemo Caps,  2-Mug Rugs,  14-Pillowcases,  11-Christmas Stockings, and 
9-“Boney Pillows”.

Thank you, ALL donors, for your hard work and giving hearts!
Helen Alston       Susie Crumpler Maryann Rettino

Sarah Wade       Jennie Wright

PLEASE see Beverly Couch at the Community Outreach table & sign the Donation Book,
when you turn in your Outreach Donations so we can give credit where credit is due.

Are you up for a CHALLENGE?
Come to the January 2020 Guild Meeting to find out!

  January Book Review 
Now that the holiday's are over we can spend some time quilting for fun with no pressure for time 
constraints.  That said, I reviewed a book that is so not serious it is almost ridiculous.  This book is titled 
"Collaborative Quilting" by Freddy Moran and Gwen Marston.  It has only been taken out by one person 
besides me.  You'll see why in a minute.  The entire book is filled with quilts made from wild, bright (I mean 
BRIGHT) colors.  More color than I probably have in my entire stash.  The first half of the book is quilts they 
have made with a paragraph or so about each.  The end of the book does have some practical instructions 
for common shapes used in quilts.  There is not a calm inch in any of them.  
You could use these suggestions and break them up with solid sashing or borders, but I did find it hard to 
concentrate on any of that.  Even the borders these ladies used were so filled with pattern and color it was 
hard to decide to make one like it.  If you made a quilt out of solids, one of these bright and mixed fabric 
borders might be entertaining...maybe.  
Over all I think this book is not for us.  Maybe I'm wrong, but that's what I think.
Your librarians,
Maryann Rettino    
Martha Blount

THE RECIPE CORNER
CHILI CHEESE DIP

Original recipe courtesy Wayland G. Abernathy, III – Naples, Italy - 2019

  A quick, easy, delicious last minute party dip for the party your neighbor FORGOT to invite you to.
   8  oz    softened cream cheese
 15 oz    Hormel® Chili With Beans
 15 oz    Hormel® Chili Without Beans
  2 cups shredded Jalapeño cheese
  tortilla chips, in a variety of flavors & colors for dipping

 1.  Place first 3 ingredients in a microwave-safe bowl, in the order given;  
       microwave 5 minutes.
 2.  Add shredded cheese & stir until melted.
 3.  Serve hot, with assorted tortilla chips.



Need a quick easy gift for someone that they will use everytime they use their seatbelt.


