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Quilting Times
Join us!!

Tar River Piecemakers Quilting Guild
Meets at 9:30 the second Saturday of every month at 

the Arts Centre at the Imperial Centre for Arts & 
Sciences 270 Gay Street, Rocky Mount, NC.  27804

Our Next Meeting
Saturday, April 11, 2020

CANCELED
The Arts Centre

9:30 am
 *  Wear Your Name Tag
 *  Bring a Friend
 *  Show & Tell
 *  Donation For Any Charity
 *  Drink & Snack
 *  Food to share

Hello Quilters,

Well this is kind of a strange letter to write as it is a very different time 
right now.  We, as a leadership team, have decided that the
meetings will be canceled till it seems to be safe again.. This might be 
in May or June or maybe not till September, we surely hope that
isn't the case.  For the time being the April meeting is canceled and 
May is up for question.  For the bees we leave that up to the 
members but please be safe with whatever you decide.  We want 
everyone to stay safe and only go out and scream in the yard once
a day.....lololol....  this is hard keeping a distance for this long, so a 
good scream seems to me to be a logical thing to do.. lol...

So what is everyone up too ???   I still have to work so not as much 
time as some to quilt but right now I seem to have 3 projects
going at the same time....lol....  What was I thinking...  but I find it really 
calms me down sewing each day, if only for 15 minutes or
getting one block done at a time.  All my projects, of course, are using 
very different fabric so my sewing room is quite the mess.. lol
Have you guys been cleaning and sorting in your room??   Maybe you 
can give some suggestions on our FB page.  

We hope in the newsletter to give you some options of things you might 
could participate in.  Plus just some things that could be
done for the guild.  Please participate if possible as we need this 
sisterhood/brotherhood at this time.  We all need to try and stay
calm, do what we can to social distance ourselves if possible, and 
always check of your fellow friends and family.  I know we can't
go and see them like we would like but a call, an email, a text message 
is always welcomed.  

And as always please  call someone if you need help, need supplies, or 
just need to talk.  We are all in this together so please
be kind to all.  We have a FB page, plus this yahoo group that you can 
always utilize, so do so if you have a need......

Stay safe, 

Martha



Busy Bees Meetings are held at the Art's Centre on the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
@ 10 am.    

Cutting Corners Meetings are held at Braswell Library on the 3rd Friday of the month @ 10 am    

Bee Membership is Full

Happy Hoopers Meeting are held on 3rd Saturday at the home of Pam Smith @ 10 am.                                                        
                                                                    
Bee Membership is Full                                           

Rachel’s Remnants Meetings are held 6 pm on the 1st Thursday at various restaurants                                                                 

Open Sewing Open Sew Format  
@ Imperial Art Center on the 4th Saturday of each month    10:15 - ?                            
       

        APRIL BEES

SewVeryEasy - Laura A Coia - New videos on Tuesdays and Thursdays - 
                   Https://www..youtube.com/user/SewVeryEasy

Deb Karasik - Deb has been a guest speaker for TRPQG - Deb is a fiber artist and national paper piecing instructor.
         Her website has patterns, fabric, kits, tools & notions, inspiration and free patterns and tips.

Bonjour quilts - Kristy Cleverly -  https://www.bonjourquilts.com  Patterns and an interesting Blog

Sedef Imer of Down Grapevine Lane -  https://www.downgrapevinelane.com
         She has fabric, patterns, free tutorials & patterns

For some information about making face masks try these videos and websites. 

 Sweet Red Poppy - Kimberly shares a couple ways to make masks -  Sweetredpoppy.com. 

 The Fabric Patch - Cindi Rang is a retired nurse practitioner     -    thefabricpatch.net

 Wombmate Creations - Sherri is a NICU nurse - Sherri & her twin G do real life sewing YouTube videos 
               https://youtu.be/q6qf3K58LXA

K-C ONLINE

Please keep in touch with your Queen Bee.  Some of you are Skyping and 
conferencing your meetings to stay in touch during these trying times.               
Please keep Safe and Healthy.  Pam 



SAVE THE DATES   
    TRPQG MEETINGS
 

  April 11th Meeting -  CANCELED
  May  9th Meeting - 
  June 13th Meeting - Hissyfitz Designs - Sandy Fitzpatrick
   

  July 11th Meeting - 
    

  August 8th Meeting - Rona Herman: 
                                       Lecture and Barbados Bag class

 EVENTS YOU MIGHT ENJOY

     Quilt Carolina Shop Hop - 2020
         Terrific Thursday - July 16
          Shop Hop  -  October 1 - 10
    
     Spring AQS Quilt Week- 2020 - September 2-5
     POSTPONED till September
      Paducah-McCracken County 
           Convention & Expo Center

     Original Sewing & Quilt Expo - 2020 - August 20-21-22
            Raleigh Convention Center
          
    Quilting in the Pines Quilt Show - 2020 - 
                                  September 25 - 26.  Pinehurst NC

Greeters
April

CANCELED
May

Susie Crumpler

Challenge:
OK ladies we may be stuck and our houses but 
that won’t keep us from gathering safely. On 4/11 
from 9-12 post a pic on FB showing something 
you’re working on and tell us about it or tell us 
how you’re surviving quarantine. I will draw a 
name and let you know who the lucky winner is 
and they can pick up their prize at our next 
meeting.lets get some comments going too. We 
will have that meeting at a more then sewcible 
distant. 

Vickie

COVID – 19 Survival Ideas
If you don’t have enough to keep you busy while you stay 
home here are some ideas.  
Annette Ornelas of Southwind Designs is hosting a free 
sew along with a free pattern.  Southwindsquilts.com
ByAnnie.com has several free patterns that are useful.  
Select one and challenge your Bee or other sewing friends 
to do a sew along.  You can cheer each other on and share 
your progress. 
Use one of the free programs like Zoom to stay in touch 
with friends and relatives.  
Keep in touch through texts, emails, and phone calls.
Check out YouTube, Alex Anderson is just one of the 
quilters that is creating videos to pass the time.
Catch up on your unfinished sewing projects or start that 
project that is on your wish list but you just haven’t had the 
time.  

Stay safe!



  
Tar River Pieemakers

Quilting Guild

P.O. Box 7041 Rocky Mount NC 27804

A Big TRPQG Thank You

*  Harvey Sopher for mailing the newsletters 
*  Everyone who is home sewing for charity
*  Barbara Wallace for sharing her 
      pretzel dip recipie
*  The Queen Bees who are helping their members
         stay connected.  
*   The Leadership Team for doing what is 
         necessary to help keep us safe.
*  For your understanding and patience while we 
         find new ways to stay connected.  

Consider signing up to be a greeter in 2020       

Deadline for newsletter submissions is 
the 25th of each month

TRPQG Official Charities
Patriotic quilts:   Any size

Quilts for Christian Adoption Agency:  any size 
    Please include a sample square from the quilt pattern which is given to the 
birth mother.

Isolette covers for Vidant Hospital:   should be no larger than 36” x 36”

Quilts for Nash Hospital Nursery:   They accept any size quilts  they 
use to send the babies home.  We will accept smaller blankets that are 
knitted or crocheted.  We can always find someone who has a need. 
 

Additional charities our TRPQG members support. 

Oncology Department Quilts:  can always use lap size quilts & Mug rugs 
for them. 

Bereavement wraps:  12” x 12” or 15” x 15” (use pattern)

Mother’s Hearts:  (ask for pattern)   used for preemies in neonatal 
departments.

Preemie Beanies:  (knitted) ask for pattern or Google them

Comfort Bags:  For Police department bags

Quarterly Challenges:  To be announced



Tips, Tricks & Techniques

THE RECIPIE CORNER
MUSTARD DIP FOR PRETZELS

 
ONE CAN OF SWEETENED CONDENSED MILK

ONE FOURTH CUP YELLOW MUSTARD
THREE TABLESPOONS HORSERADISH SAUCE
ONE TABLESPOON WORCESTERSHIRE SAUCE

 
MIX ALL TOGETHER AND STORE IN REFRIGERATOR.  
ALSO GOOD ON MEAT SANDWICHES OR WHATEVER.

 
          Barbara Wallace

WANTED: YOUR FAVORITE RECIPE

👉

We want to start featuring recipes from guild 
members..

Please send us your favorite recipe and we will 
put a new one in the letter each month.
What do you like to cook?

Please email to:
VMCrowe3@Yahoo.com

             PAINTER’S TAPE

There are so many ways to use painter’s tape while sewing or quilting.  Here are just a few.

+  Make a sewing ledge -  stack several layers of tape and place on your sewing machine to help sew a straight line.

+  HST – create a ledge along the 45 degree angle to help you easily square up your half square triangles.  

+  When cutting several pieces the same size. Place a piece of tape along the line on the ruler where you need to cut.  
        It will make it easier to line your ruler up for each cut.

+  Especially for small projects you can use a piece to mark the quilting lines. 

+  Use it to tape your layers of quilt top, batting and backing so you can pin your quilt.

For demos of these five sewing hacks with masking tape search Just Get It Done Quilts on YouTube.

Place painter’s tape on the bed of your machine when sewing vinyl and the vinyl won’t stick to your machine.

Place a piece down in front of your needle to the edge of you sewing table, draw a line down the center and use it for 
sew & flip corners 

Sunshine & Shadow
Card of encouragement sent to 

                                                       Katherine Carter - chemo
                                              Mae Carroll – encouragement in her new home

                                     

      We don’t want you to go through it alone!  
If you have anyone you want Remembered, please email:

    Ramona Orzell at orzellrjo@suddenlink.net



  April 2020 Book Review 
In the TRPQG library, we have a book called Singular Sensations by 
Barbara Douglas.  There are fourteen quilts made from one simple block.  
When you look at the quilts, you will find it hard to believe that all came 
from the same block.  

My favorite is probably one called Color Puzzle.  It looks nothing like the others.  
It is composed of forty complete blocks and twenty blocks with two pieces 
missing.  They are arranged in a diamond shape with the partial blocks on the 
outside of each row.  The background and the center of each block is black.  
The colors chosen for the blocks make the quilt look like a piece of art to be hung on the wall.  In addition 
to the whole and partial blocks and black background, there is an inner border and outer border.  It 
definitely looks like one I would like to try.  The blocks are so simple to make that they show a child 
making one for her first quilt.  As with so many quilts, the choice of fabrics makes the quilt look much 
more complex than it is.  In addition, several are set on point.  There are three table runners in this book 
as well.  They might be a good introduction to the block and you could see if you want to commit to a 
larger project.

Singular Sensations looks like a book that has been largely overlooked but has great possibilities. Check 
it out!

Your quilt librarians,
Martha Blount
Maryann Rettino

   COMMUNITY  OUTREACH  REPORT

Please continue your sewing for charity.  Hopefully when we are able to meet again we will have lots of 
items to donate.  I know several of you are making face masks for local facilities. 

Moda Love 
LayerCake - Charm & MiniCharm 

Quilts
Hope you enjoy this extremely simple quilt 
pattern that can look very complicated just 
by the fabric you choose.  

The instructions for all three sizes are 
included.  










