
Recipe Challenge

Hi quilters, 

Hope all are doing well. I have a 
recipe challenge. I’m looking for 
the best cornbread recipe. The 
one in the newsletter this month 
is the best I’ve found but I have 
had better. 

Please email me your recipe 
and don’t forget the tips. I think 
that’s where the secret to 
perfect cornbread lies. Will put it 
in newsletter and declare yours 
the best. Looking forward to 
finding the best cornbread ever. 

Vickie  vmcrowe3@yahoo.com

Hello Quilters,

Sooooo we feel like we should once again cancel the upcoming meeting... We 
really just want to be careful making sure we put no one in danger if we can't 
prevent this....  Our teacher, being an at risk person, felt that she didn't need to 
be out in a crowd as most of us also do not need to put our self in 
crowds......... Plus I am not even sure that the Art Center is even open....... but 
any way I sure hope that come July or August things have changed but it is a 
month to month thing right now......

What has everyone been up to this last month???   I can't even wait till sew n 
tell when we do finally get to meet.  lol... it should be amazing!!!  Are any of 
you making mask for groups or family ??  Thank you for what you are doing. I 
think masks may be part of our wardrobe for a while...  What new things have 
you been trying??  New rulers, new techniques, and new patterns???   I have 
been working out of a Lori Holt book using my 30 fabrics.  I love these 
fabrics...  these are 6" and 12" blocks so those little ones are trying my 
patience. lol..... Has anyone been following along on any of the sew alongs 
that have been going on??   I have the directions for 3 so far.  lol... but trying 
to finish what I am working on before I
start something new... (cause I know we only have one project at a time 
right ??!!!! .. lol)   

So just thinking ahead, maybe some of these new rulers and such we are 
learning we can do some make and take at a meeting... or a couple work 
together to do a class for the group...  We are always looking for things to do 
for the guild meetings so if anyone has any ideas Vicky and I are hoping you 
will share!!!..  We are always open to any ideals that you may have for things 
to do at the meetings... 

Remember we have a FB page that you can post your projects. ask for help if 
you need it on a project... vent some frustration when you are having issues 
with your project,... cause I am at that point right now!!.. lol....  or if you just 
want to say Hello to everyone!!!

Please stay safe as things start to open back up, use your good judgement 
when you are/if you go out...

Keep on sewing ladies and gents!!!

Martha

From The Leadership Team!
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Quilting Times
Join us!!

Tar River Piecemakers Quilting Guild
Meets at 9:30 the second Saturday of every month at 

the Arts Centre at the Imperial Centre for Arts & 
Sciences 270 Gay Street, Rocky Mount, NC.  27804

Our Next Meeting
Saturday, June 13, 2020

CANCELED
The Arts Centre

9:30 am
 *  Wear Your Name Tag
 *  Bring a Friend
 *  Show & Tell
 *  Donation For Any Charity
 *  Drink & Snack
 *  Food to share

mailto:vmcrowe3@yahoo.com


Busy Bees Meetings are held at the Art's Centre on the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
@ 10 am.    

Cutting Corners Meetings are held at Braswell Library on the 3rd Friday of the month @ 10 am    

Bee Membership is Full

Happy Hoopers Meeting are held on 3rd Saturday at the home of Pam Smith @ 10 am.                                                        
                                                                    
Bee Membership is Full                                           

Rachel’s Remnants Meetings are held 6 pm on the 1st Thursday at various restaurants                                                                 

Open Sewing Open Sew Format  
@ Imperial Art Center on the 4th Saturday of each month    10:15 - ?                            
       

        JUNE BEES

K-C ONLINE

Please keep in touch with your Queen Bee.  Some of you are Skyping and 
conferencing your meetings to stay in touch during these trying times.               
Please keep Safe and Healthy.  Pam 

Man sewing -- Rob Appell    
website            -  https://robappell.com       Find out more about Rob, and how he created the Shark Applicutter
website / blog  -  https://mansewing.com    Lots of free patterns and tutorials

Sylvia Pippen Designs—Sashiko                           
website  -  https://sylvia-pippen.com      Fabric, Pre Printed Panels, Kits, Patterns, Notions & Tutorials and lots of 
inspiration

We All Sew - Minki Kim
Website   -   https://weallsew.com/author/zeriano/     Lots of quick project tutorials

Helen Godden--Tension info
website  -  https://helengodden.com       Education & Inspiration Extreme Free-Motion Quilter
youtube  -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VwkDxIgRtV8     for help with tension issues

Pineapple Fabrics -- NC Company
website  -   https://www.pineapplefabrics.com    Great prices on quilt shop quality fabric, notions, kits & patterns.  
                Watch for the warehouse sales they are amazing, check out their kits free patterns w/purchase and bonus quarters.

https://robappell.com
https://mansewing.com
https://sylvia-pippen.com
https://weallsew.com/author/zeriano/
%22
%22
%22


Help!  My sewing room is stacked with 
placemats!  What a nice problem to have! I 
should be delivering them  May 18.   

A million THANK YOUS to those who 
cooperated in this community outreach, which 
will be greatly appreciated by our Meals On 
Wheels recipients.

SAVE THE DATES   
    TRPQG MEETINGS
 

  June 13th Meeting - CANCELED
   

  July 11th Meeting - 
    

  August 8th Meeting - Rona Herman: 
                                       Lecture and Barbados Bag class
  September 12th Meeting. -

 EVENTS YOU MIGHT ENJOY

      NC Scenic Shop Hop - 2020
           June 11, 12, & 13

     Quilt Carolina Shop Hop - 2020
         Terrific Thursday - July 16
          Shop Hop  -  October 1 - 10
    
      Original Sewing & Quilt Expo - 2020 - August 20-21-22
            Raleigh Convention Center

      Spring AQS Quilt Week- 2020 - September 2-5
      Paducah-McCracken County 
           Convention & Expo Center

      Quilting in the Pines Quilt Show - 2020 - 
                                  September 25 - 26.  Pinehurst NC

Greeters
June

CANCELED

TRPQG COVID - 19 Challange
Hi All...
So with all going on trying to think of something to do with/for the 
guild........ As always you can always make charity items, those 
are always in need.. We also have our challenge going on for a 
few of you.. don't forget that when we meet again we will swap 
those out......... But we thought of a new project that hopefully 
you will all embrace and help us out with it.......

We want everyone to make a Friendship star, one that is either 
6" or 12" finished….  as you know that is our block for the guild 
and what better block to make then this one.... make whatever 
color you want. Then we will get these put together either as a 
raffle quilt, or as quilts for seniors or kids,.. for someone that a 
guild member knows need some help & needs something 
warm..........  I thought we could also possibly make a quilt & 
keep it for the guild, hang it up each month as a symbol of this 
strange, scary time.......  there are lots of possibilities, something 
to think about & make suggestions of ideas..... we always 
welcome ideas so bring them on............ remember this is your 
guild .......... 

We know that not everyone can do this, and that is fine, but 
thought that this would be a way to unite us with a common 
theme... Hope to see you all soon........   Martha



  

Tar River Pieemakers
Quilting Guild

P.O. Box 7041 Rocky Mount NC 27804

A Big TRPQG Thank You
*  Harvey Sopher for mailing the newsletters 
*  Everyone who is home sewing for charity
*  The Queen Bees who are helping their members
         stay connected.  
*   The Leadership Team for doing what is 
         necessary to help keep us safe.
*  For your understanding and patience while we 
         find new ways to stay connected.  
*   Marilyn Hooton for sharing her finished UFO
*   Martha Blount for sharing a great tip

Consider signing up to be a greeter in 2020       

Deadline for newsletter submissions is 
the 25th of each month

TRPQG Official Charities
Patriotic quilts:   Any size

Quilts for Christian Adoption Agency:  any size 
    Please include a sample square from the quilt pattern which is given to the 
birth mother.

Isolette covers for Vidant Hospital:   should be no larger than 36” x 36”

Quilts for Nash Hospital Nursery:   They accept any size quilts  they 
use to send the babies home.  We will accept smaller blankets that are 
knitted or crocheted.  We can always find someone who has a need. 
 

Additional charities our TRPQG members support. 

Oncology Department Quilts:  can always use lap size quilts & Mug rugs 
for them. 

Bereavement wraps:  12” x 12” or 15” x 15” (use pattern)

Mother’s Hearts:  (ask for pattern)   used for preemies in neonatal 
departments.

Preemie Beanies:  (knitted) ask for pattern or Google them

Comfort Bags:  For Police department bags

Quarterly Challenges:  To be announced



WANTED: 
YOUR FAVORITE RECIPE

We want to start featuring recipes 
from guild members..

Please send us your favorite recipe 
and we will put a new one in the 
letter each month.

What do you like to cook?

Please email to:
VMCrowe3@Yahoo.com

Tips, Tricks & Techniques
Brenda Grover told me that she had prewashed fabric for a red and white quilt.  After 
she finished it, she washed it again.  The red ran into the white.  She was told to put 
the quilt into the bathtub and fill the tub with hot water and about a half cup of clear 
Dawn detergent (not the blue) and leave it for 24 hours.  The red came out.

Martha Blount

Sunshine & Shadow
                                   Cards of encouragement were sent to 
                                          Katherine Carter 
                                          Jinx Abernathy 
                                          Joan Mayo

    A sympathy card was sent to the family of Helen Alston
                                  
                                     

      We don’t want you to go through it alone!  
If you have anyone you want Remembered, please email:

    Ramona Orzell at orzellrjo@suddenlink.net

Golden sweet cornbread

1 cup all-purpose flour
1cup yellow cornmeal
2/3 cup sugar
1 tsp. Salt
3 1/2 tsps. Baking powder
1 egg
1cup milk
1/3 cup vegetable oil

Mix first 5 ingredients together.  Stir in the rest of the ingredients. 
Bake in greased 9 inch pan at 400 degrees for 20-25 minutes

Enjoy



You‟re SEW special!
***********

         Quilters know when to hold’ em and when to fold’ em

June Book Review

Because the arts center has remained closed for two months, I have not been able to get more books to 
review.  Therefore I am reviewing one of my personal books.  I think I purchased this book from Michael’s 
many years ago.  More Quilts from The Quiltmaker’s Gift by Joanne Larsen Line.  I bought the book 
because it had a pattern for Storm at Sea.  Some of you may remember that I started this quilt in 2004.  It 
was paper pieced.  I first purchased the fabric for this pattern using three fabrics.  I purchased the fabrics 
in Carrboro and began stitching the blocks.  I had made quite a few blocks when a friend saw the pattern 
in the book I am reviewing and mentioned it to me.  I purchased the book because I liked this pattern 
better than the one I had started.  With the new pattern I needed to purchase two more fabrics to go with 
the three I had.  I ran out of some of the original fabric and was able to purchase it online.  When I 
completed the correct number of blocks, I tried to sew the blocks together with the paper still in the 
blocks.  It was very difficult to get the intersections to line up with all the paper in place.  I sewed and 
pulled out.  I became very frustrated with the quilt a number of times.  It was often left in a heap on a spare 
bed.  When I finally got the main part of the quilt together (minus the borders),  I discovered a run in the 
white fabric of one of the blocks.  I took the block out, made a new block, and thought I would never get 
the new block to fit correctly.  Several times I stopped work.  During this Stay at Home time I decided I 
wanted to move that quilt off my to-do list.  I finally got it together, added the borders, and was ready to 
have it quilted.  With much persistence and lots of stay at home time, it is now finished—sixteen years 
after I started it!  Believe it or not, I still like it!
 
I have looked through the book and have found two other patterns that have captured my attention.  One 
is called Grandmother’s Flower Garden.  The flowers are made from batiks.  The quilt has twelve full 
blocks and five partial blocks.  The artful arrangement looks very much like one of the Monet Water Lilies. 
It finishes at 50 x 42.  The second quilt that caught my attention is called Windblown Square.  It is based 
on Barbara Brackman’s Block Base 2444.  This pattern has been updated and has six different fabrics 
plus three border fabrics.  Several shades of green plus two of brown make for an interesting quilt.
 
I have looked for some basic supplies while I have been at home—white batting and Pellon 805, among 
other things.  Everyone knows that fusible interfacing and elastic have been nonexistent.  Stores seem to 
be sold out and suppliers are not able to send more I guess it is good that I still have a number of 
unfinished projects (with the fabric) plus many bins of fabric.  Hopefully you have a stash, too.  Our supply 
may be interrupted for a time.  I hope that you have had plenty of projects at hand to work on.  I am piling 
my finished projects on the dining room table.  I will take a picture of completed projects when we venture 
out again!  I challenge each of you to do the same.
 
Your Librarians,
Martha Blount
Maryann Rettino



We need to know what our members are thinking. Are you ready to start meeting 
again?  Do you feel we should play it safe and wait longer?  If so, how much 
longer, till there’s a vaccine or just till the opening of things seem to be safe?  Post 
on Facebook, send me an email, vmcrowe3@yahoo.com or call 919-368-7533. 
This is everyone’s guild and we need your thoughts on this very important matter. 
Thanks.
Vickie

National Sewing Machine Day is observed annually on 13 June 2020.  This day honors the invention of 
the sewing machine.

Skilled cabinet-maker and English inventor, Thomas Saint, received the first patent for a design of a sewing 
machine in 1790.  It was intended for leather and canvas, was never advertised and no evidence of it, other than his 
drawings, can be found.  In 1874, William Newton Wilson found Saint’s drawings in the London Patent Office, made 
adjustments and built a working model. The London Science Museum currently owns Wilson’s model.  Walter Hunt 
invented the first American lockstitch sewing machine in 1832.  John Greenough patented the first sewing machine in 
the United States in 1842.

Do the names Elias Howe or Isaac Singer mean anything to you?  Those two gentlemen are credited with the 
invention of the modern sewing machine. While the wheel, telephone, and personal computer get a lot of the glory for 
changing how humans live, the sewing machine is somewhat of an unsung hero. Without it, however, we’d still be 
squinting to thread needles and stitching together our shirts and suits by hand. Whether you want a simple set of 
curtains to block out the bright sun, or just aren’t satisfied by shopping off the rack, sewing machines are handy 
appliances that deserve accolades. Dream up some custom couture and celebrate National Sewing Machine Day this 
June 13th.

Industrial use of the sewing machine reduced the burden that was placed upon housewives, moving clothing 
production from them and seamstresses to large-scale factories. This also resulted in a decrease in production time 
which caused the price of clothing to drop considerably.

Today, many people are again becoming interested in the art of sewing and making their own clothing. Craft 
fairs and flea markets are filled with booths full of beautiful sewing machine-made clothes and craft items.

FYI:  Quilters across America are known as sewing machine experts!

mailto:vmcrowe3@yahoo.com


QUILTOLOGY  –  JUNE  2020
 

“The Care and Feeding of Your Quilts – Part 4 of 4”

Finally, you made and labeled your quilt.  You found the best way to clean your quilt, or NOT.   You even found the 
best way to showcase that masterpiece.  Now that things went so well, you’ve finished another quilt and it’s time to 
put this one away until next season.  Put that plastic bag away!  Good thing no one saw you with that or you’d be 
drummed out of the Quilt Guild!  The following “Shall Nots”, courtesy of Kelly Hanson from the National Quilters 
Circle, is a GREAT place to start lo learning how to store your quilts.  Not only does she tell you what NOT to do, she 
also explains WHY.  Beginner or seasoned quilter, you just might learn something new!

”1. Thou shalt not:  store a quilt in a plastic container or bag.  This method often causes mold and mildew because it 
traps in any moisture, causing fibers to break down and leaving discoloration and staining.  Another issue would be 
that plastic attracts insects.

2. Thou shalt not:  store your quilts with mothballs.  The mothballs not only leave an odor that will not leave, but 
there is an ingredient in mothballs that will also break down fibers.

3. Thou shalt not:  store quilts in direct sunlight. Your fabrics will fade when placed in direct sunlight for long 
periods of time.

4. Thou shalt not:  store quilts in cedar or hope chests. Raw wood produces acid that is bad for textiles.

5. Thou shalt not:  store your quilt in a basement or attic. You will want to store your quilts in living areas of your 
home where the humidity and temperature is most constant.

6. Thou shalt not:  store too many folded quilts on top of one another. This will cause creases that will be difficult if 
not impossible to get out.

7. Thou shalt not:  keep the same quilts hanging for long periods of time.  You need to change them out every 3-6 
months to give them a rest from hanging and from any UV rays they are exposed to.  (Please take note that when 
hanging on wooden quilt racks you need a barrier between the quilt and the wood.  Prolonged exposure will create 
brown spots where your quilt and wood were in contact).

8. Thou shalt not: store quilts with newspaper or in cardboard boxes. They are full of harmful decaying agents.  Have 
you seen what dishes packed in newspaper look like?  Consider what it would do to your quilts.

9. Thou shalt not:  use colored tissue paper when folding your quilts to prevent creasing.  Colored tissue paper 
contains dyes that can easily transfer to your quilt.  Acid free tissue paper can be found at SOME craft or quilting 
shops, or in art supply stores.”

(CONTINUED)



“The Care and Feeding of Your Quilts – Part 4 of 4”
(CONTINUED)

Now that we’ve covered the “Shall Nots”, it’s time for some “How-tos.”

Layering: Layering your quilts on a guest bed is a great way to store your quilts. Every time a guest visits, 
use that as a reminder to rotate your quilt for the next guest. How do you do this? Take the top quilt off the bed and 
move it to the bottom of the stack. Simple.

Batting Tube: Another great way to store your quilts is rolled up in, or around, a batting tube. You may want 
to cover it with cloth though in case you aren’t sure if the tube is free of chemicals.  Carpeting tubes are also great for 
rolling your quilt.  Carpeting or home improvement stores are the perfect places to look for these rolls.  They might 
even be willing to give them to you at no cost, to keep from having to store empty rolls.

Folding: Lastly, a great way to store your quilt is to simply fold, especially if it is larger than a twin-size. To 
do this properly, you will fold over one-third of the quilt on top of itself, and then fold the remaining third over on 
top of the section you just folded. It is always a good idea to use acid free white tissue paper crumpled inside the 
folded areas to prevent creases.

Next, you will fold one-third of the folded quilt over again, and fold the remaining third on top of the area 
you just completed. Tissue paper may be used again if you choose to do so. When finished you will turn the quilt 
over and place it in a muslin sack or pillow case.

Remember, these tips are intended for your more heirloom-quality quilts that you want to preserve for future 
generations to enjoy. But really, shouldn’t every quilt you make be considered an heirloom? The definition of an 
heirloom is something that is passed down through generations, and most quilters hope that their quilts will be 
treated as such. After all, the individuals who made the quilts that hang in museums today had no idea that’s where 
they would end up!

Happy quilting!

   COMMUNITY  OUTREACH  REPORT

Please continue your sewing for charity.  Hopefully when we are able to meet again we will have lots of 
items to donate.  I know several of you are making face masks for local facilities. 




