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Quilting Times
Join us!!

Tar River Piecemakers Quilting Guild
Meets at 9:30 the second Saturday of every month at 

the Arts Centre at the Imperial Centre for Arts & 
Sciences 270 Gay Street, Rocky Mount, NC.  27804

Our Next Meeting
Saturday, July 11, 2020

CANCELED
The Arts Centre

9:30 am
 *  Wear Your Name Tag
 *  Bring a Friend
 *  Show & Tell
 *  Donation For Any Charity
 *  Drink & Snack
 *  Food to share

😢 😷

I know...another month and no guild meeting. I hope 
everyone is doing fine other then missing our guild. Governor 
Cooper extended phase 2 to July 17th today. I’m glad he’s 
thinking of everyone’s health. I do pray for those that this puts in 
a financial hardship. Martha has stayed in touch with Tracy at the 
arts center and they really do not know what is going to happen 
yet. I have a questionnaire for all the members. You have 4 
choices. Please go into our Facebook page and reply with A, B,C 
or D. That’s simple. It will help with planning our next meeting. 
Here are your choices:
A.....would go back wearing a mask, social distancing with a 
limited number of members whom can attend.

B....would go back wearing mask, social distancing without a limit 
of members who can attend. 

C....would go back only after Covid-19 vaccine has been 
developed  

D....would go back when things are the same as they were 
before the pandemic 

Please use FB, EMAIL or call me. We really want to know what 
you’re thinking. 

Please make sure you check out the recipe challenge.  Who 
doesn’t love a good burger. 

Also check out the Christmas in July challenge. I hope to see a 
lot of Christmas trees on Facebook. Let’s see who’s the most 
creative with those cute little trees. 
I hope you guys are working on the friendship star blocks too. 
Post your progress please. Love to see what our members are 
working on. 
Until next month 

❤

&

🙏

Vickie
vmcrowe3 @yahoo.com
919-368-7533

Recipe Challenge
The blue ribbon winner for June’s 
recipe challenge for the best 
cornbread goes to Lin Varney. See 
her recipe in this month’s recipe 
corner. Congratulations Lin

👍 🎉

 this 
recipe was the best. Definitely better 
then mine and did not fall apart. 

This months recipe challenge is for 
the best burger. I did not say 
hamburger so it does not have to be 
made with beef. Do you make the 
best burger in town?  Is it more about 
the cooking or the ingredients? Send 
me your recipe. I want to declare 
yours the best burger ever. It will 
appear in next month’s recipe corner.
 

Thanks,
Vickie
vmcrowe3@yahoo.com

mailto:vmcrowe3@yahoo.com


Busy Bees Meetings are held at the Art's Centre on the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
@ 10 am.    

Cutting Corners Meetings are held at Braswell Library on the 3rd Friday of the month @ 10 am    

Bee Membership is Full

Happy Hoopers Meeting are held on 3rd Saturday at the home of Pam Smith @ 10 am.                                                        
                                                                    
Bee Membership is Full                                           

Rachel’s Remnants Meetings are held 6 pm on the 1st Thursday at various restaurants                                                                 

Open Sewing Open Sew Format  
@ Imperial Art Center on the 4th Saturday of each month    10:15 - ?                            
       

        JULY BEES

K-C ONLINE

Please keep in touch with your Queen Bee.  Some of you are Skyping and 
conferencing your meetings to stay in touch during these trying times.               
Please keep Safe and Healthy.  Pam 

Shabby Fabrics - https://www.shabbyfabrics.com  - Fabric, Notions, Kits, Great 
Tutorials and lots of inspiration.  Check out their YouTube Channel

Linda Winner - http://winnerdesigns.com  - Associated with Martelli’s Notions 
Linda has lots of unique templates and inspiration.  Watching her tutorials or live 
demonstrations you are sure to be educated, entertained and inspired.  Check out 
her YouTube Channel

Inspired by Fabric -  http://inspiredbyfabric.blogspot.com  -  Free patterns that 
look complicated but are easy,  tutorials and lots of inspiration

Merry Christmas in July

%22
%22
%22


Merry 
Christmas

In 
July

SAVE THE DATES   
    TRPQG MEETINGS
 

   

  July 11th Meeting - CANCELED
    

  August 8th Meeting - 

  September 12th Meeting. -

 EVENTS YOU MIGHT ENJOY

      
     Quilt Carolina Shop Hop - 2020  Date Change
         Terrific Thursday - August TBD 2020
          Shop Hop  -  October 1 - 10
    
      Original Sewing & Quilt Expo - Date Change
             February 18, 19, 20  - 2021
            Raleigh Convention Center

      Spring AQS Quilt Week- 2020 - September 2-5
      Paducah-McCracken County 
        Convention & Expo Center

      Quilting in the Pines Quilt Show - 2020 - 
                                  September 25 - 26.  Pinehurst NCGreeters

July
CANCELED

TRPQG COVID - 19 Challange
Hi All...
So with all going on trying to think of something to do with/for the 
guild........ As always you can always make charity items, those 
are always in need.. We also have our challenge going on for a 
few of you.. don't forget that when we meet again we will swap 
those out......... But we thought of a new project that hopefully 
you will all embrace and help us out with it.......

We want everyone to make a Friendship star, one that is either 
6" or 12" finished….  as you know that is our block for the guild 
and what better block to make then this one.... make whatever 
color you want. Then we will get these put together either as a 
raffle quilt, or as quilts for seniors or kids,.. for someone that a 
guild member knows need some help & needs something 
warm..........  I thought we could also possibly make a quilt & 
keep it for the guild, hang it up each month as a symbol of this 
strange, scary time.......  there are lots of possibilities, something 
to think about & make suggestions of ideas..... we always 
welcome ideas so bring them on............ remember this is your 
guild .......... 

We know that not everyone can do this, and that is fine, but 
thought that this would be a way to unite us with a common 
theme... Hope to see you all soon........   Martha



  

Tar River Pieemakers
Quilting Guild

P.O. Box 7041 Rocky Mount NC 27804

A Big TRPQG Thank You
*  Harvey Sopher for mailing the newsletters 
*  Everyone who is home sewing for charity
*  The Queen Bees who are helping their members
         stay connected.  
*   The Leadership Team for doing what is 
         necessary to help keep us safe.
*  For your understanding and patience while we 
         find new ways to stay connected.  
*   Lin Varney for collecting and delivering placemats for
          Meels on Wheels.
*  

Consider signing up to be a greeter in 2020       

Deadline for newsletter submissions is 
the 25th of each month

TRPQG Official Charities
Patriotic quilts:   Any size

Quilts for Christian Adoption Agency:  any size 
    Please include a sample square from the quilt pattern which is given to the 
birth mother.

Isolette covers for Vidant Hospital:   should be no larger than 36” x 36”

Quilts for Nash Hospital Nursery:   They accept any size quilts  they 
use to send the babies home.  We will accept smaller blankets that are 
knitted or crocheted.  We can always find someone who has a need. 
 

Additional charities our TRPQG members support. 

Oncology Department Quilts:  can always use lap size quilts & Mug rugs 
for them. 

Bereavement wraps:  12” x 12” or 15” x 15” (use pattern)

Mother’s Hearts:  (ask for pattern)   used for preemies in neonatal 
departments.

Preemie Beanies:  (knitted) ask for pattern or Google them

Comfort Bags:  For Police department bags

Quarterly Challenges:  To be announced

Do you like making T-Shirt Quilts?
Would you be willing to make a T-Shirt quilt for 
someone?  Lin Varney has been contacted by a 
member of the community who is looking for 
someone to make a T-Shirt quilt.  
If you would be willing please contact Lin Varney 
at  linvarney@gmail.com.



WANTED: 
YOUR FAVORITE RECIPE

We want to start featuring recipes 
from guild members..

Please send us your favorite recipe 
and we will put a new one in the 
letter each month.

What do you like to cook?

Please email to:
VMCrowe3@Yahoo.com

Tips, Tricks & Techniques

Sunshine & Shadow
                                                                                                    

      We don’t want you to go through it alone!  
If you have anyone you want Remembered, please email:

    Ramona Orzell at orzellrjo@suddenlink.net

New England Sweet Cornbread 
3/4 cup butter
3/4 cup sugar
3 large eggs
1 1/2 cups coarsely ground cornmeal 2 cups flour 
3 teasp. baking powder 1/2 teasp. salt
2 cups milk 

Cream butter and sugar til fluffy. Add eggs and beat til blended.
Stir in the cornmeal.
Sift flour, baking powder and salt. Stir the sifted dry ingredients into the 
creamed mixture alternately with the milk. Turn into a buttered 9x12 pan. Bake 
at 375 degrees for 20 minutes or until it tests done with a toothpick. 

Lin Varney 

Cutting Vinyl Doesn’t have to be difficult 

Use painters tape to tape the vinyl to your cutting mat.  Align the left & bottom edges to 
straight lines on the mat.  Then place small pieces painters tape along the edges as needed 
to keep the vinyl flat and in place.  

If cutting multiple pieces try to place the tape where it won’t be cut. Don’t worry if you cut 
through the painters tape it won’t be an issue.  I don’t usually use the lines on my mat for 
cutting but this makes cutting vinyl so much easier than using the tissue paper that comes 
on it or any other method I have tried in the past.



QUILTOLOGY  –  JULY  2020
“Christmas In July”

According to Southern Living Magazine, “Christmas in July” began on July 
24th and 25th in 1933.  It all started at Keystone Camp, a girl’s camp, in 
Brevard, North Carolina!  You know not!   The first Christmas in July included 
carolers, a Christmas tree, Santa Claus, presents and fake snow made of cotton.  
As the tradition evolved, campers would use laundry bags as makeshift 
stockings, which they placed outside their cabins to be filled with candy 
overnight.  Eventually, elves, reindeer and Mrs. Claus joined the act, along with 
a camp-wide crafty and creative gift exchange.   One imaginative gift, my 
personal favorite, was a bejeweled toilet plunger, decorated with feathers and 
glitter.  It was presented to a Camp Counselor.  The tradition carries on.  
Blistery-hot summers can’t stop the camp's tradition—now they simply go for a 
dip in the lake after opening presents.

In past years, our TRPQG Leadership has organized “Christmas in July” demonstrations of tips, tricks and gifting 
ideas to regenerate our love of all things creative, sewing, and quilting.  Since we are not yet able to meet because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, hopefully this article will fill that void.  Now that we are ALL self-quarantined, it’s a 
perfect time to catch up on some of the exciting projects our Quilting Bees are focusing on, or challenging 
themselves to produce.  This is the first article in that series, and because I’m a member of Cutting Corners, we go 

1st!

So, up for a challenge?  Cutting Corners Quilting Bee has adopted the Foster  Children of Nash County for 
Christmas.  Jennie Wright, a particularly energetic member of the Cutting Corners Quilting Bee, shared her 
experiences with the Foster Children Program at one of our meetings.  She showed us
 the quilted Christmas Stockings she had made for the children.  Everyone became 
so excited, they asked if they could help Jennie with her project.  Two years later the 
members of Cutting Corners are still excited and are still bringing in their quilted 
Christmas Stockings.  Depending on how many children are in the Foster Program, 
the Bee makes between 50-100 stockings each year.  Each member is asked to commit
 to making 4, 5, or 6 stockings in order to fulfill our goal.  I like to think of these stockings 
as our “Christmas In July Outreach Project”.  The staff at the Nash County Social Services 
office was so inspired by Jennie’s contributions, they procured funds to fill the Christmas 
Stockings for the children.  I’m sure you’ve all felt the warm glow that comes from the 
knowledge that you are part of something like this – “Christmas In July” excitement sure is contagious!  

If you have questions about this project, or would like to help, please contact Jennie Wright.  The only requirement 
for these Christmas Stockings is the finished size, 12” x 18”.  Patterns are available at the Community Outreach 
Table.  The design and fabric choice is uniquely yours!  Contact Jinx Abernathy to view the Guild’s collection of 
“donated” Christmas fabrics!

Whether it is for themselves or for Community Outreach, our members are some of the MOST creative and dedicated 
sewers I have EVER come in contact with.  What “Christmas In July Project” is YOUR Quilting Bee, or you, 
yourself, working on – we’d ALL like to KNOW, SEE, and HELP!
  

Happy Quilting!



Simple fast and easy Christmas in July projects 
 

1      2     3    4    5     

6     7    8    9    

 
1. A simple fabric envelope (2 fabric layers) using old jeans, ribbon and buttons.  
2. Jeans pockets wall hanging to hold anything you want! 
3. Button, rhinestone and ribbon Christmas ornament.  
4. Necklace from Jeans seams.  
5. Easy angel made from a jeans pocket, a wooden bead and a button. 
6. Buttons stitched on a quilted backing.  
7. Reversible handprint coasters from 2 fabrics and heavy duty fusible interfacing.  
8. Bags using jeans and jeans pockets with appliqués.  
9. Phone charger pocket.  

 

1      2       3      4   
 

        5      6   
 

1. Fast & Easy mug rugs & coasters  
2. Upcycle old jeans for Christmas Stockings, add a pocket and embroidery to make it special 
3. Walker Bags for friends, family and to donate, as simple or fancy as you want 
4. All cotton pocket for baked potatoes in the microwave 
5. Key fobs are easy, functional and great stocking stuffers 
6. Tissue holders are easy, functional and make great stocking stuffers 
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More Christmas Simple, Fast & Fun Christmas in July

   COMMUNITY  OUTREACH  REPORT

Please continue your sewing for charity.  Hopefully when we are able to meet again we will have lots of 
items to donate.   Don’t forget to keep track of your chairity hours. 

Ho ho ho

🎅🤶🎄

Merry Christmas in July challenge  

They may keep us from meeting but they can’t keep us from sewing and celebrating Christmas in July. I have a 
challenge for you. It’s a very easy Christmas tree quilt. Below is a link to a pattern for a tree block. It’s a very 
good tutorial with a video even and it’s free. Now for the challenge; make several or just a couple blocks and 
make something out of them. A pinkeep, pillow or a quilt or anything you want. Show your progress on our 
Facebook page. This is a fun addictive simple block. Have fun and get creative. Just click below and scroll 
down. If you have any problems send me a message by Facebook or email.

https://www.diaryofaquilter.com/2015/12/modern-christmas-tree-quilt-block.html

Vickie     vmcrowe3@yahoo.com

https://www.diaryofaquilter.com/2015/12/modern-christmas-tree-quilt-block.html
mailto:vmcrowe3@yahoo.com



